
Hello Everyone, 

This afternoon Governor Wolf extended school closures for another two weeks. This directive would close 

schools through April 10, 2020. Shortly after the Governor’s announcement, Secretary of Education Rivera 

announced that the two week extension starts today and schools are closed until April 6, 2020. At this point, I 

am not sure which date is accurate. I will update all of you as soon as things are verified. Please stay tuned! 

This action will provoke many questions for all of us. What about graduation? The Governor said that school 

districts would not be penalized for not meeting the 180 day and hourly requirements. What does that mean?  

Does that mean that we are not expected to go beyond the initial ending date for the school year? Does it mean 

we must go to June 15th or 30th to earn leniency regarding the day and hour requirements set forth in the Public 

School Code? These questions remain unanswered. 

What about online/flexible education? The most recent guidelines provided to school districts are: 

“For school entities considering continuity of education, what options are 

available?” 

“Educational services may continue in a variety of ways, including: Flexible Instruction 

Days for districts/schools with approved plans; online/digital learning opportunities; non-

digital learning opportunities (e.g., materials sent home with students). The decision to 

employ one or more of these methods of continuity of education is to be made at the local 

level based on feasibility, availability of resources, access and equity considerations, and 

the Commonwealth’s social distancing recommendations.  

Whatever decision is made, LEAs must ensure full access to learning for all students, 

with particular attention to free appropriate public education (FAPE) for students with 

disabilities and English as a second language (ESL) services for English Learners.” 

We were not granted approval for a flexible education plan, thus, we are not eligible for Flexible Instruction 

Days. The Pennsylvania Department of Education gave us around 3 weeks to develop a comprehensive plan for 

approval last August, which was impossible at that time. As a result, we (much like a majority of school districts) 

were not approved for Flexible Instruction Days. According to the guidelines listed above, we are not eligible for 

flexible instruction. There is a law pending that would allow us to become approved if passed. If the law passes, 

we will apply for approval for flexible instruction immediately. Added to this dilemma are requirements set forth 

in federal legislation referred to as IDEA.  This law requires schools to provide specially designed instruction to 

students with special needs during this time. Some of the components of specially designed instruction are 

impossible to complete virtually, thus the district will open itself to expensive lawsuits if we were to proceed 

with flexible instruction via online. People are asking U.S. Secretary of Education Devos to temporarily waive the 

requirements found in IDEA. This waiver, along with action by the Commonwealth to grant approval for flexible 

instruction would allow us to move forward with online education. 

Please know that we are doing everything possible during this very trying time. We continue to follow guidance 

and directives set forth by our governmental entities. Everything continues to be fluid at this time. We do not 

have concrete direction from governmental officials that would allow us to make decisions regarding the school 

year and graduation. You will be provided updates as soon as more information becomes available. 

Sincerely, 

David Helsel 


