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GOAL:

Ensure an educational setting 

that supports an effective 

learning environment while 

promoting the health and safety 

of all students and educators.
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PLAN COMPONENTS

• Reopening Schedule

• Health/Safety Guidelines

• Building Cleaning and Maintenance

• Movement Within Schools

• Busing

• Curriculum and Technology

• Classroom/School Modifications

• Considerations
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2020 RETURN TO SCHOOL / REOPENING
All BMSD students/families will select from the following:

Hybrid Learning Education – Blend of face-to-face and online learning that decreases the 

number of students in schools at the same time for safety reasons.

(See Page 5 for details)

Full-Online Learning* – eLearning through either Blue Mountain Virtual Academy or online 

learning directed by Blue Mountain educators.

(See Page 6 for details)

*An Online Learning session will be offered on August 12, 2020, 7:00 P.M. through Zoom for all 

students/families that select this option to provide information on online learning opportunities.
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HYBRID LEARNING OPTION

Hybrid Learning Education

Secondary – Students will attend two/three days per week of face-to-face learning in 

BMMS and BMHS.  Students will attend online learning sessions on the other two/three days 

each week. Students will be assigned into a cohort group to determine which days are 

face-to-face and which are online. Online sessions will have required times of attendance 

for content instruction and assignment completion.

Elementary – Students will attend two/three days per week of face-to-face learning in 

BMEE, BMEW(SA) or BMEC. Students will participate in daily online learning sessions on the 

other two/three days each week. Online sessions will have instructional content and 
required assignment completion. Students will be assigned to a cohort group to determine 

which days are face-to-face and which are online. 5



FULL ONLINE LEARNING OPTION
Full-Online Education- Students/families have these options to receive all instruction 

through online resources.  

• BMSD Online Learning will provide the BMSD curriculum. This will be fully synchronous at the 

secondary level and a blended (synchronous and asynchronous) format at the elementary level. 

BMSD Online Learning will follow the BMSD curriculum and be taught by BMSD teachers. 

Participation numbers will guide which grades/courses are available.  Counselors will attempt to 

schedule all prior courses requests, but students/families will be contacted if courses are not 

available.

• Blue Mountain Virtual Academy is available in an asynchronous format. This is provided through 

Virtual Learning Network, and it is a blend of BM curriculum and standardized curriculum meeting 

Chapter 4 requirements. Enrolled students receive a series of lessons each week and complete 

the lessons and assignments throughout the week.  Daily online attendance is required, but 

schedules are flexible. A listing of available grade levels and courses is available on the BMSD 

website. The Virtual Academy is listed under schools and the program of study is available.
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Synchronous – A group of students learning 

the same material at the same time. Lessons 

are conducted at a specific time and the 

pace is controlled by the instructor.

Asynchronous – A group of students learning 

the same material at their own pace. Lessons 

are assigned and completed by a deadline.



HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES – FACE MASKS
All individuals in schools and buses must wear a face covering (mask or face shield).

Children two years and older are required to wear a face covering 

unless they have a medical or mental health condition or disability, 

documented in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act 

or IDEA, that precludes the wearing of a face covering in school. 

Schools should provide face covering breaks throughout the day but 

maintain a distance of at least 6 feet during these face covering 

breaks. Schools may allow students to remove face coverings when 

students are:

• Eating or drinking when spaced at least 6 feet apart;

• Seated at desks or assigned workspaces at least 6 feet apart;

• Engaged in any activity at least 6 feet apart (e.g., face covering breaks, recess, etc.); or

• When wearing a face covering creates an unsafe condition in which to operate 

equipment or execute a task.

7/1/20 Order of the Secretary of the Pennsylvania Department of Health Directing Public Health Safety Measures
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HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES

Students and staff will be monitored for symptoms through in-school 

observations and daily at-home health screenings.

• Parents and staff will be provided with a health checklist.

• Access to the health room for temperature check and symptom review.

• Staff and families will be alerted if they should not come to school. 

• Families should communicate symptoms with school officials.
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HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES

Procedures are in place for identifying possible cases, isolating cases, 

and quarantining students and staff.

• Nurse and administration will identify a designated isolation area for anyone who 
presents COVID symptoms.  Parents will be notified.

• Stakeholders will be asked to follow CDC Guidelines regarding travel notices, 

consider state health advisories, and notify the school if they travel to an area 

considered at high risk. Upon their return they may be subject to more stringent 

screening for signs and symptoms of COVID-19.
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HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES

Procedures are in place for returning students and staff after infection 

or quarantining.

• Local health department will dictate the return to school protocols.

• Work closely with the Department of Health and individual providers.

• Return to school guidelines will be clearly communicated to all stakeholders.

• Return after illness will be based on CDC and local health department 

recommendations.

• Depending on healthcare provider’s advice and availability of testing, the 

individual may get tested to determine presence of COVID-19. 
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HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES

Procedures are in place for notifying staff and families of school 

closures or changes in safety protocols.

• District leadership and PA Department of Health officials will dictate the number 

of cases that will define an outbreak/need for school closure. 

• Prepare parents and families for remote learning if school is temporarily dismissed.
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HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES

School staff will work with the PA Department of Health according to 

state guidelines for identification, notifications, and contact tracing.

• Nurses will monitor daily absentee rates and COVID-19 calls.

• PA Department of Health Guidelines, will direct nursing staff in protocols to follow 

for safe return of students or staff with COVID-19 or exposure.

• PA Department of Health will dictate notification of a positive case and the 

district will follow guidelines for any necessary school closure. 

• Students who are unable to return during a time of quarantine will be provided 

with virtual learning. 12



HEALTH / SAFETY GUIDELINES

District personnel will work with students and staff with higher risk of 

severe illness or unique safety protocols for on-going protection. 

• Student or staff considered to be at higher risk are asked to discuss the return to 

school/work with their personal healthcare provider.

• Use of face coverings by all staff and students will follow current state guidelines.

• Use of face coverings are mandated with flexibility given for anyone with a 

health/other condition that prohibits the safe wearing of such a covering 

(documentation required).

• Unique safety protocols for students will be evaluated on a case-by-case basis. 13



BUILDING CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE

• Water fountains will be turned off, but all students will be permitted 

to carry water bottles.

• Hand sanitizing stations will be available throughout the building, 

however, washing hands with soap and water will be encouraged 

first.

• Plexi-glass barriers will be installed in offices and cafeterias as 

needed.

• School ventilation systems and fans will be used to maximize air 

movement and air exchange.

• Schools will be closed to use by outside groups to insure time for 

daily cleaning of buildings. 14



BUILDING CLEANING AND MAINTENANCE

All schools will be cleaned at the end of each day according to 

CDC guidelines, this includes:

• Sanitizing of all desk and high touch surfaces (hand rails, door knobs, 

counters, etc.).

• Daily spray sanitization through use of Protexus products.

• Cleaning and sanitizing of all common areas and rest rooms.

Desks that are shared throughout the day will be cleaned between 

shared times (periods or classes).

Bathrooms will be cleaned and sanitized frequently throughout the 

day.
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MOVEMENT WITHIN SCHOOLS

Scheduling will be revised to minimize student movement throughout 

the building, such as:

• Elimination of homeroom periods (high school)

• Teachers moving between classes instead of students 

(elementary)

• One student out of a classroom at a time for restroom usage

Student movement in hallways will be controlled through:

• One way traffic patterns in some hallways

• Other hallways will be divided for one-way movement on 

opposite sides
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BUSING

• Students/families will be surveyed to find out whether they will be 

using district transportation.

• Student seating on buses will be controlled through assigned seating.

• Buses will load from back to front, and buses will unload from front to 

back to minimize student contact.

• Buses will be sanitized between runs.

• Seating will be limited to one student or family group per seat to the 

maximum extent possible.
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CURRICULUM AND TECHNOLOGY

All students will be issued a computer:

• K-Grade 2: iPads

• Grades 3-12: Laptop Computers

Common learning platforms as “launch pads” will be used by all 

classes:

• K- Grade 2: See Saw

• Grade 3-8: Google Classroom

• Grade 9-12: Unified Classroom 18



CURRICULUM AND TECHNOLOGY

Professional development prior to school opening will be focused on 

utilization of technology and curriculum resources for classroom and 

online teaching and learning.

Students and families will be offered training on utilization of district 

issued technology devices and curriculum resources.
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CLASSROOM/SCHOOL MODIFICATIONS

• Classroom setting will be modified to maximize the distance 

between desks, and extra furnishings, such as rugs or tables, will 

be removed. Students will be seated facing the same direction.

• Locker rooms will be closed, therefore students will not change 

clothes for physical education classes.

• Classroom materials will not be shared, such as pencils, markers, 

or books.

• Large group gatherings, such as assemblies or full choral 

practice, will be eliminated.
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CLASSROOM/SCHOOL MODIFICATIONS

• Grading will follow the approved district grading scale 

• Signs for health and safety practices, such as face coverings and 

hand washing, will be posted on entrances and throughout the 

school.

• Class trips will be eliminated or delayed until the later portion of 

the school year.

• School visitors will be minimized to the greatest amount possible. 

Meetings will be done virtually whenever possible.

• Recess and physical education will be held with instruction and 

activities that allow social distancing.
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CONSIDERATIONS

All planning for the reopening of school will be open to 

reconsideration depending on health and safety 

situations, new governmental mandates, or other 

conditions at the time of implementation.

This plan will be modified as conditions change during the 

school year, either to more restrictive or less restrictive 

guidelines.

All revisions will be communicated to district stakeholders. 22


