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 Suggestions for Reading  

 

1.  Join a library if you don’t belong. 

 

2.  Participate in the summer reading program sponsored by your local library. 

 

3.  Choose several books by the same author and compare, make a list of likenesses 

and differences. 

 

4.  Choose a favorite illustrator and compare several books which this person has 

illustrated. 

 

5.  Write letters to friends or relatives. 

 

6.  Write notes to your child and have your child respond in writing. 

 

7.  Keep a journal or scrapbook of activities you do each day. 

 

8.  Keep a journal or record of the books you read, and write a short description of the 

book and why you did or why you didn’t like the book. 

 

9.  Play games such as “Boggle” or “Memory”.  Use your child’s spelling or vocabulary 

words learned in school.   

 

10.  Play games while driving. 

 

 Rhyming Words - Each person takes a turn saying a word and everyone  

has to pronounce a word which rhymes, real or nonsense. 

 

 ABC Game - Look for words beginning with each letter of the alphabet, in  

ABC order 

 

There are endless activities you can do with your child to help maintain and improve 

his/her reading skills. 

 

 

 



 Family Reading Check-Up  
 

The following suggestions give you an opportunity to examine your current family reading practices with an eye toward 

adding more positive reading practices to your family’s schedule. 

Begin by placing a  check before each true statement. 

Then, place a  star by one unchecked item that you and your family would like to try to do. 

In a month or so, recheck all true statements.   
Hopefully, the starred item will then become one of the ones that you check! 

 

Today One Month # Statement 

  1. I read aloud to my child(ren). 

  2. I buy books for birthday and holiday gifts. 

  3. The family goes on brief trips beyond the neighborhood so that everyone is exposed to 
new experiences. 

  4. Family members make regular use of the library. 

  5. I praise my child(ren) for at least one improvement or accomplishment each day. 

  6. My child(ren) see(s) me reading for both pleasure and information from a variety of 
books, magazines, and newspapers. 

  7. My child(ren) know(s) that I take a positive interest in all of his/her/their school subjects. 

  8. I encourage my child(ren) to help select appropriate TV programs for family viewing. 

  9. I am an active and attentive listener and encourage my child(ren) to tell me about 
his/her/their daily experiences. 

  10. I make sure that my child(ren) is/are well-rested and has/have a good breakfast each 
day before school. 

  11. Our family plays word games and other learning activities. 

  12. My child(ren) has/have a dictionary that is appropriate for his/her/their age and ability. 

  13. My child(ren) has/have a bookcase or shelf in his/her/their room to keep and store 
personal books. 

  14. I encourage my child(ren) to write notes and letters and provide needed help when 
necessary. 

  15. I encourage my child(ren) to read for enjoyment every day. 



Reading with Your Child:  Five Easy Steps 

 

1.  Select a book.  Either have your child select his or her own book or you select one based on a topic 

that you know will be interesting to the child.  (Don’t guess.  Ask your child!) 

a.  If the book is too easy, let your child tape record parts of it to build fluency and confidence. 

b.  If your child is a reluctant reader, alternate reading sentences or paragraphs with him or her. 

c.  If the book is much too difficult, you read it aloud and let your child talk about the pictures or 

summarize sections that you read. 

2.  Have your child read aloud.  Sometimes just part of a story is sufficient.  Allow the child to choose 

the part with the “action” or one with a good description, etc.   

 a.  Have him or her read to you, your spouse, brothers and sister, the neighbors, even to pets! 

b.  Try sending a recorded read-along story to grandparents or a favorite relative or friend. 

c.  Just be a good listener as your child reads.  Try to comment positively on just part of the story 

to let your child know that you were paying attention. 

3.  Simply tell your child any unknown words he or she encounters.  Stopping to use a dictionary will 

interrupt reading.   

 a.  Later on you might go back to the word and demonstrate that using the other words in the  

sentence plus the first letter of the word can give him or her a good clue. 

 b.  At all cost, refrain from making negative comments about how easy the word was or that he or  

she should have known it, etc. 

4.  Discuss the story.  Try to make both reading the story and discussing it enjoyable experiences. 

 a.  Try not to ask too many questions! 

 b.  Ask some questions which require more than just a “yes” or “no” answer. 

 c.  Include opinion questions as a way to spark creativity. 

  Sample:  How would you change the ending? 

5.  Praise your child.  Reading should be enjoyable for both of you.  Sometimes a sincere, “Thank you 

for reading to me,” along with a smile or a hug will be the best praise for the situation. 

 a.  Find ways to praise honestly and sincerely. 

 b.  Praise improvement as well as good performance. 

 c.  Try praising your child for being attentive, using expression, using correct pronunciation, or for  

selecting an interesting story. 
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 Five Finger Rule 

 

You can use the five finger rule with your child to help you  

to determine if the book is an appropriate read for your child.   

When asking a child to read independently,  

you want to choose a book that is not too easy or too difficult.   
 

1. Choose a book that you think you will enjoy. 

2. Read the second page. 

3. Hold up a finger for each word you are not sure of, or do not know. 

4. If there are five or more words you did not know, you should choose an easier book. 

 

Still think it may not be too difficult? Use the five finger rule on two more pages. 

 

# of Unknown Words Reading Difficulty Level 

1 - 2 Easy Reading 

3 JUST RIGHT 

4 Challenging 

5 Difficult 

Choose a book that is a good fit for you! 

Read two or three pages and ask yourself these questions: 

Will it be an easy, fun book to read? 

● Do I understand what I am reading? 

● Do I know almost every word? 

● When I read it aloud, can I read it smoothly? 

● Do I think the topic will interest me? 

If most of your answers were "yes", this will be an easy book to read independently by yourself. 

Will this book be too hard for me? 

● Are there five or more words on a page that I don't know, or am unsure of? 

● Is this book confusing and hard to understand by myself? 

● When I read it aloud, does it sound choppy and slow? 

If most of your answers were "yes," this book is too hard. You should wait awhile before you read this 

book. Give the book another try later, or ask an adult to read the book to you. 

 
Rogers, K. (2008). Selecting Books for Your Child: Finding 'Just Right' Books. Retrieved April 4, 2014, from www.readingtogether.org.  

 



 Oral Reading  

Sharing Ideas: 

 

1.  If your child has read a story he or she doesn’t have to reread the whole story to you.  Your child can 

read: a) the humorous parts; b) the end of the story; c) interesting parts of the story; d) important events 

or facts; e) characterizations; or f) conversational parts of the story. 

 

2.  Take turns reading with your child. 

 

3.  Encourage your child to record themselves while they practice reading, then play the recording back to 

critically listen to themselves.   

 

4.  Read aloud to your child, but make some intentional errors.  Challenge your child to catch you 

whenever you make a mistake. 

 

5.  Read a short story to your child.  Tell your child to listen very carefully because you are going to stop 

before the end of the story and ask him or her to tell you how the story ends.  

 

Activities: 

 

1.  Encourage your child to read aloud the descriptions of his or her favorite TV program in the television 

listings. 

 

2.  Write lots of notes for your child and leave them around the house. 

 

3.  Once a week or so you might discuss some upcoming events for the family.  Encourage your child to 

keep a family calendar and record events periodically. 

 

4.  Help your child understand the importance of following directions.  When you are preparing a simple 

recipe, encourage your child to read the directions to you. 

 

5.  When dining out, encourage your child to read the menu aloud for other family members. 

 

6.  Have your child help you look up phone numbers in the telephone directory. 

 

7.  Encourage your child to help you do some shopping.  Work with him or her in selecting appropriate 

items from a catalog or store flyer. 

 

8.  Encourage your child to read the directions for any games or puzzles he or she may receive as 

presents or gifts. 

 

9.  Ask your child to help plan family vacations or short trips by car. 

 

10.  Consider letting your child read in bed for a few minutes after his or her normal bedtime. 

 



 

Tips to Improve Comprehension 

 

The following procedure is designed to help your child become more actively 

involved in the stories he or she reads.  Once children are actively involved, they 

can understand or comprehend more of what they read.  You can encourage your 

child to become an active reader at home by following these steps: 

 

1.  Ask your child to choose an interesting book or story.  Have some paper and a pencil 

to write questions. 

 

2.  Have your child read the title of the story or book.  Ask your child to think of 

questions that he or she would like to ask about the title.  Write those on the paper. 

 

3.  Have your child look through the pictures and illustrations and ask questions about 

them.  Write those on the paper. 

 

4.  Have your child read the story silently or listen to you read it aloud.  Ask your child to 

stop you every so often to ask more questions to add to the list. 

 

5.  As you or your child continues to read the story, remind him or her to be alert for the 

answers to the questions as the story continues. 

 

6.  After the story is complete, discuss the questions and answers together.  Go back to 

the story to find answers that cannot be remembered. 

 

7.  Talk about any questions that could not be answered. 

 

8.  Follow-up the story with a creative question of your own such as:  “What would have 

happened if … ?” or “Why do you think … ?” 
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Creative Questioning 

 

C - Combine:  Blend two or more details together 

 “How would our lives be different if everyone wore identical clothing?” 

 “What would be the consequences if Snow White and the witch had the same  

personality?” 

 

R - Rearrange:  Change the order of events 

 “How would the story change if Jack and Jill got the water at the bottom of the  

hill?” 

 “What would change if we went to school in the summer and had a 3 month  

vacation in the winter?” 

 

E - Eliminate:  Remove one or more details 

 “How would Curious George stories be different if he didn’t have a tail?” 

 “Imagine what it would be like if you had no ears?” 

 

A - Adapt:  Use data from another source 

 “How would our lives be different if we all had to use chopsticks?” 

 “What would change if Robin Hood had a gun instead of a bow and arrow?” 

 

T - Take advantage of:  Use story details in a different way 

 “How can we use a cactus to help us survive in the desert?” 

 “What should have happened if Goldilocks had fallen asleep in one of the  

chairs?” 

 

I - Insert something else:  Substitute new ideas 

 “What would have happened if Mary had taken an elephant to school one day?” 

 “How would ‘Where the Wild Things Are” be different if all the monsters were  

dinosaurs?” 

 

V - Vary:  Make changes in factual information 

 “What would have happened if Charlotte had been a tarantula?” 

 “Imagine the Mississippi River running through our town.” 

 

E - Exaggerate:  Magnify events or details 

 “What changes would we have to make if our feet were twice as large?” 

 “What would you have to think about if your dog was as big as Clifford?” 

 



 

Building Stories 

 
Stories are built in much the same way that houses are.  Just as houses have floors, walls, and a roof, stories have some 

basic parts.   
Every story has: 

characters (the people or animals in the story), 
a setting (the time and place the story occurs), 
a problem (a difficulty that the characters) have to overcome and solve), and 
a resolution (a solution to the difficulty or problem).   

Knowing the parts of a story helps children understand the whole story. 

 
What you’ll need: A brief story or a fable 

 
What to do: 

 
1.  Choose a short story, fable, or fairy tale for your child to read.  You may want to read the story ahead of time to make 

sure it works for this activity. 

 
2.  Make an outline on lined paper with the following parts: 
 Title: ______________________________________ 
 Main character:  ____________________________ 
 ___________________________________________ 
 Setting:  ___________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________ 
 Problem:  __________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________ 
 Resolution:  ________________________________ 
 ___________________________________________ 

 
3.  Ask your child to read part of the story and to identify the character(s).  Say, “Is Molly a character in the story?  Is she a 

main character?  Yes, the story is mostly about Molly and her science project.  Let’s write that on the sheet where it says 

main character.” 

 
4.  Then ask your child to tell you where and when the story takes place (a town or city, state or country, today or in the 

past).  This is the setting of the story. 

 
5.  Then, after your child reads about half of the story, stop and say, “What is the problem the main  
character of this story is facing or having?  Let’s write on the sheet where it says problem.” 

 
6.  When your child finishes the story, ask the child how the problem in the story was worked out.  Say, “That is the 

resolution of the story.  Let’s write that on the sheet.” 

 

 



The One-Minute Dash 

Reading quickly and with ease is very important to successful reading; but, like running, it 

requires a lot of coaching and practice.  To become a fluent reader, your child must practice 

reading quickly.  Remember, however, that too much practice at one time is not helpful. 

 

What you’ll need: A watch or clock with a second hand and a book.   

   Your child must be able to read the book with little or no help. 

 

What to do:  

 

1.  Tell your child, “Let’s play a game called the one-minute dash.  I want to see how many words you can 

read in one minute.”  (Point to a place in the book where the child should begin reading.) 

 

2.  Then, “When I say Go, I want you to begin reading.  After one minute, I’ll tell you to stop.”  When your 

child is ready to start, say, “Get ready...Set...GO!”  CHeck your watch.  After a minute, ask your child to 

stop reading. 

 

3.  Count the total number of words your child read.  If you like, make a chart to show how many words 

per minute your child has read in a week, two weeks, a month, or more. 

 

 

 

 

The Moose Cafe 

Opportunities for reading and writing are all around us - even when the subject is food. 

 

What to do: 

 

1.  Go with your child to several restaurants to ask for free copies of their menus.  Take them home.  Ask 

your child to read several of the items on each menu with their descriptions. 

 

2.  Then ask your child to make up a menu for an imaginary restaurant - the Moose Cafe or the Tuna 

Bake Bistro - with creative descriptions. 

 



 

Book Sharing Questions 

 

In addition to the who, what, when, where and why questions that could be asked 

about a story, you may want to select one or two of the following questions each 

time that you and your child share a book together. 

 

1.  If you were in the story, how would you feel? 

 

2.  If you were the author, how would you change the story? 

 

3.  If you were the main character, what would you do at the end of the story? 

 

4.  Was there anything special that you liked or did not like about the story?  Tell me 

about it.   

 

5.  How would the story be different if the main character was someone else? 

 

6.  How would the story change if it took place where we live? 

 

7.  What other events could happen with the same character? 

 

8.  How would you act toward the main character if he/she was one of your friends? 
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Ways to MOTIVATE Your Child 

 

M - Maximize reading choices 

 Provide your child with opportunities to read from a variety of printed materials  

including magazines, brochures, leaflets, etc. 

 

O - Offer MANY opportunities for your child to explore personal interests. 

 Be aware of your child’s “likes” and be sure to provide a host of reading materials 

 in those areas. 

 

T - Transmit your own enthusiasm. 

 Show your child all the joys and pleasures that can come from reading.  

 Help him or her understand that reading is for everyone! 

 

I - Increase opportunities for quiet reading. 

 Having the skills of reading means little if children are not provided with time at  

home to use those skills in books and literature. 

 

V - Vary the types of reading selections. 

 Variety is the spice of life - mysteries, sports, biographies, etc. should all be part  

of the home library. 

 

A - Act as a role model. 

 Children tend to copy adults.  Kids who frequently see you reading will tend to  

want to read on their own, too. 

 

T - Tune in to emotional needs. 

 Be aware of your child’s feelings as he or she is growing and use books to help  

your child explore and understand those feelings. 

 

The key to motivating your child to read is to shower him or her with lots of reading materials, lots of time 

to read those materials, and most important, lots of love.  Homes that overflow with books, reading 

related activities, and affection are those that guarantee a lifetime of reading enjoyment and success for 

each and every child within. 

 

 



 

Writing Tips for Parents 

 

1.  Write a book about something real or imagined.  Have your child pick a topic.  Staple sheets of 

paper together.  Some children may prefer to compose on the computer.  After you print out the story, cut 

the sections to paste on each page of the book.  Have your child illustrate the pages. 

2.  Keep a journal.  Encourage your child to write down what he/she is thinking at the end of each 

chapter of a book he/she reads. 

3.  Write a thank you letter. 

4.  Write a letter to an author.  Get your child to write a letter to one of her favorite authors.  Address it to 

the author at the publisher’s address in the book. 

5.  Write a letter from one character to another.  For example, pretend she is Ramona writing to 

Encyclopedia Brown. 

6.  Create a newspaper.  Work with your child to create a family newspaper about your own family.  

Write feature articles about big family events.  Write headlines about family news. 

7.  Make a family book.  Plan with your child to make a book about your family’s history or heritage.  

Help him/her draw a picture of your family tree with spaces for parents, brothers, sisters, grandmothers, 

grandfathers, aunts, uncles and cousins.  List birthdays and other dates that are important to you.  Make 

a separate page for each holiday you celebrate and describe the things your family does together.   

8.  Write a wish list.  Have your child make a list of the things he/she wants for his/her birthday.  

9.  Make lists.   Ask your child to write down the items you need from the grocery story by calling them 

out as you check the cupboards and refrigerator.  Other lists you can make are:  friends to be invited to a 

party, books you have read together, or place cards for a family dinner. 

10.  Make a book.  Some children help with babysitting younger siblings.  Help them make an alphabet 

book or counting book to use with the younger child.  Make a secret wish book, a grandma book, or a 

shape book. 

11.  Write fractured fairy tales.  Tell your child to use the fairy tales to write a new, modern version 

about the characters or headlines about the events. 

12.  Write the text for wordless books.  Have your child write text on post-it notes to place above the 

characters heads. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Taken from Read to Me: Raising Kids Who Love to Read by Bernice E. Cullinan 

Scholastic, NY: (1992) 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Books to Read Aloud 

 

ALL AGES 

 

Author Title 

Janet and Allen Ahlberg The Jolly Postman 

Eve Bunting  Fly Away Home 

Lynne Cherry The Great Kapok Tree: A Tale of the Amazon Rain Forest 

Amy Cohn From Sea to Shining Sea: A treasury of American Folklore and 
Folksongs 

Mem Fox Wilfrid Gordon McDonald Partridge 

John Gardiner Stone Fox 

Eloise Greenfield Daydreamers 

Robert Munsch The Paper Bag Princess 

Patricia Polacco The Keeping Quilt 

Patricia Polacco Thunder Cake 

Barbara Robinson The Best School Year Ever 

Kristina Rodanas Dance of the Sacred Circle: A Native American Tale 

Cynthia Rylant Every Living Thing 

Allen Say Grandfather’s Journey 

John Scieszka The True Story of the Three Little Pigs 

Chris VanAllsburg Jumanji 

Chris VanAllsburg Two Bad Ants 

Audrey and Don Wood The Tickleoctopus 

Courtni Wright Journey to Freedom: A Story of the Underground Railroad 

Jane Yolen Grandad Bill’s Song 

 

 

 



 

Books to Read Aloud 

 

POERTY 

 

Author Title 

Arnold Adoff Sports Pages 

Eric Carle Animals, Animals 

Beatrice DeRegniers Sing a Song of Popcorn 

Bobbye S. Goldstein Inner Chimes: Poems on Poetry 

Mary Ann Hoberman Fathers, Mothers, Sisters, and Brothers: A Collection of Family 
Poems 

Lee Bennett Hopkins Side by Side:  Poems to Read Together 

Lee Bennett Hopkins Surprises 

Langston Hughes The Dream Keeper and Other Poems 

Dennis Lee The Ice Cream Store 

Colin McNaughton Making Friends with Frankenstein: A Book of Monstrous 
Poems and Pictures 

Jack Prelutsky For Laughing Out Loud: (More Poems to Tickle Your Funny 
Bone) 

Jack Prelutsky New Kid on the Block 

Jack Prelutsky Poems of A. Nonny Mouse 

Jack Prelutsky The Random House Book of Poetry for Children 

Laura Robb Snuffles and Snouts 

Shel Silverstein Where the Sidewalk Ends 

Nancy Springer Music of their Hooves 

Jane Yolen Bird Watch 

 

 

  

 

 



  Books to Read Aloud  

 
PRIMARY (GRADES K-2) 

 

Author Title Author Title 

Karen Ackerman Song and Dance Man Deborah Guarino Is Your Mama a Llama? 

Harry Allard Miss Nelson is Missing Fredd Gwynne Easy to See Why 

Aliki My Five Senses David Harrison When Cows Come Home 

Tedd Arnold No Jumping on the Bed Kevin Henkes The Biggest Boy 

Frank Asch Happy Birthday, Moon Kevin Henkes Chester’s Way 

Mary Jane Auch Hen Lake Amy Hest The Midnight Easters 

Karen Barbour Little Nino’s Pizzeria Mary Hoffman Amazing Grace 

Jan Brett Armadillo Rodeo Gloria Houston My Great-Aunt Arizona 

Jan Brett Town Mouse, Country Mouse Pat Hutchins The Doorbell Rang 

Virginia Burton The Little House Pat Hutchins Little Pink Pig 

Stephanie Calmenson The Principal’s New Clothes Charlotte Huck Princess Furball 

Janell Cannon Stellaluna Angela Johnson Do Like Kayla 

Eric Carle The Lonely Firefly Steven Kellogg Chicken Little 

Eric Carle The Very Quiet Cricket Munro Leaf The Story of Ferdinand 

Nancy Carlstrom Jesse Bear, What Will You Wear? Robert Kraus Leo the Late Bloomer 

Peter Catalanotto The Painter Jonathan London Froggy Gets Dressed 

Barbara Cooney Island Boy George Ella Lyon Mama is a Miner 

Donald Crews Bigmama’s  Megan MacDonald The Potato Man 

Donald Crees Flying Bill Martin, Jr. and John Archambault Knots on a Counting Rope 

Chris Demarest No Peas for Nellie David McKee Elmer 

Demi Liang and the Magic Paintbrush David McPhail Pigs Ahoy! 

Tomie DePaola The Art Lesson Susan Meddaugh Martha Calling 

Lois Ehlert Color Zoo Robert Munsch Thomas’ Snowsuit 

Lois Ehlert Growing Vegetable Soup Trinka Hakes Noble Jimmy’s Boa and the Big Splash 
Birthday Bash 

Lois Ehlert Snowballs Laura Numeroff Dogs Don’t Wear Sneakers 

Ed Emberley Go Away, Big Green Monster! Marc Pfister Rainbow Fish to the Rescue 

Valerie Flourney The Patchwork Quilt Marisabina Russo Trade-In Mother 

Gail Gibbons The Reasons for Seasons Mitchell Sharmat Gregory, the Terrible Eater 



Step into Reading Books  

 

Step into Reading Books are also excellent books for children to read.   

These books contains stories which children find interesting and fun to read 

and are divided into four steps: 
 

Step 1:  Ready to Read     

  *  Big type and easy words   

  *  Rhyme and rhythm    

  *  Picture clues 

     

Step 2:  Reading with Help    

  *  Basic vocabulary    

  *  Short sentences    

  *  Simple stories  

    

Step 3:  Reading on your Own 

  *  Engaging characters 

*  Easy-to-follow plots 

*  Popular topics  

 

 Step 4:  Reading Paragraphs 

   *  Challenging vocabulary 

   *  Short paragraphs 

   *  Exciting stories 

 

 Step 5:  Ready for Chapters 

   *  Chapters 

   *  Longer paragraphs 

   *  Full-color art 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Examples of Step into Reading Books 

 
Step 1  (Preschool to Kindergarten)   Step 3  (Grades 1 to 3) 
I Can Be A Gymnast  (Barbie)   Toy Box Heroes  (Disney Infinity) 
Drop It, Rocket!     Leaving the Sea 
Plane Pals  (Disney Planes)    A Tale About Tails  (Dr. Seuss/Cat in the Hat) 
I Love My Papi!  (Dora the Explorer)   Anne Frank’s Chestnut Tree 
Big Snowman, Little Snowman  (Disney Frozen)  Twinky the Dinky Dog 
Big Truck Snow!  (Bubble Guppies)   The Stinky Giant 
Monster Games  (Disney/Pixar Monsters University) Trains! 
Elmo and Grover, Come On Over  (Sesame Street) Fairies!  A True Story 
Princesses and Puppies  (Disney Princesses)  Francis Scott Key’s Star-Spangled Banner 
The Lorax Deluxe Doodle Book   Sleeping Bootsie 
Dog Days  (Team Umizoomi)    Monster Trucks! 
Fast Kart, Slow Kart  (Disney Wreck-It Ralph)  The Curse of Deadman’s Forest 

 
Step 2  (Preschool to Grade 1)   Step 4  (Grades 2 to 3) 
Racing for Good  (Disney/Pixar Cars)   Race to Space 
Happy Birthday, Mike!  (Disney/Pixar Monster’s University) Double-Team  (Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtles) 
Racing for Good  (Disney/Pixar Cars)   Pilgrim’s Wilderness 
Feeding Time at the Zoo    A Poor Excuse for a Dragon 
A Cake to Bake (Disney Princesses)   A Fairy Frost  (Disney Fairies) 
Giddy-Up, Guppies!  (Bubble Guppies)   Looking for Bigfoot 
Dragon Quest  (Winx Club)    Discovery in the Cave 
The Rocket Returns  (Thomas & Friends)  Choppers 
Top Cops  (Umizoomi)    First Kids 
Tea Party in Wonderland  (Dora the Explorer)  Wild Cats 
Little Lost Dolphin  (Barbie)    Hungry Plants 
Dusty Flies High  (Disney Planes)   Thomas Jefferson’s Feast 

 
Step 5  (Grades 2 to 4) 
Nascar’s Greatest Drivers 
Never Talk to Strangers 
Dinosaur Hunters 
Raptor Pack 
Baseball’s Greatest Hitters 
Trail of Tears 
Basketball’s Greatest Players 
To the Top! 
Baseball’s Best: Five True Stories 
Moonwalk 
Jackie Robinson and the Story of All Black Baseball 
The Trojan Horse:  How the Greeks Won the War 

  

 

 
Obtained from http://www.randomhousekids.com 
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Kids’ Top 100 Books 

 
This list was tabulated from an online survey that ran at this web site from November 1, 1999 through 

February 1, 2000. The results leave no doubt that America's kids LOVE to read. You might want to compare 

this with Teachers' Top 100 Books for Children. 

 
1. Harry Potter (series) by J. K. Rowling 
2. Goosebumps (series) by R. L. Stine 
3. Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss 
4. The Cat in the Hat by Dr. Seuss 
5. Arthur (series) by Marc Brown 
6. Charlotte's Web by E. B. White 
7. Shiloh (trilogy) by Phyllis Reynolds Naylor 
8. Hatchet by Gary Paulsen 
9. Holes by Louis Sachar 
10. The Giver by Lois Lowry 
11. The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. Lewis 
12. Tales of a Fourth Grade Nothing (series) by Judy Blume 
13. Sideways Stories from Wayside School (series) by Louis Sachar 
14. The BFG by Roald Dahl 
15. The Boxcar Children (series) by Gertrude Chandler Warner 
16. One Fish Two Fish Red Fish Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss 
17. Ramona Quimby, Age 8 (series) by Beverly Cleary 
18. Pokemon (series) by Tracey West, Maria S. Barbo 
19. The Babysitters Club (series) by Ann M. Martin 
20. Ralph S. Mouse (series) by Beverly Cleary 
21. Little House on the Prairie (series) by Laura Ingalls Wilder 
22. Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 
23. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 
24. The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 
25. Clifford the Big Red Dog (series) by Norman Bridwell 
26. Stuart Little by E. B. White 
27. Where the Red Fern Grows by Wilson Rawls 
28. The Adventures of Captain Underpants (series) by Dav Pilkey 
29. The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg 
30. The Berenstain Bears (series) by Jan and Stan Berenstain 
31. Animorphs (series) by K. A. Applegate 
32. The Witches by Roald Dahl 
33. Nancy Drew Mystery Stories by Carolyn Keene 
34. The Hobbit (series) by J. R. R. Tolkien 
35. American Girls (series) by Susan Adler, Valerie Tripp, Connie Porter, Janet Shaw, et al 
36. Matilda by Roald Dahl 
37. The Call of the Wild by Jack London 
38. The Foot Book by Dr. Seuss 
39. How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss 
40. James and the Giant Peach by Roald Dahl 
41. Junie B. Jones (series) by Barbara Park 
42. Stone Fox by John Reynolds Gardiner 
43. Falling Up by Shel Silverstein 
44. A Wrinkle in Time (series) by Madeleine L'Engle 
45. Brian's Winter by Gary Paulsen 
46. Amber Brown (series) by Paula Danziger 
47. The North Star by Peter H. Reynolds 
48. Have a Nice Day: A Tale of Blood and Sweatsocks by Mick Foley (Mankind) 
49. Number the Stars by Lois Lowry 
50. The Outsiders by S. E. Hinton 

 

 



Kids’ Top 100 Books (Continued) 
 
51. A Light in the Attic by Shel Silverstein 
52. Chicken Soup for the Soul (series) by various authors 
53. Curious George (series) by Margret and Hans Augusto Rey 
54. The Teacher from the Black Lagoon (series) by Mike Thaler 
55. If You Give a Mouse a Cookie by Laura Joffe Numeroff 
56. The Bailey School Kids (series) by Debbie Dadey, et al 
57. The Hardy Boys (series) by Franklin W. Dixon 
58. The Mitten by Jan Brett 
59. Amelia Bedelia (series) by Peggy Parish 
60. Mrs. Frisby and the Rats of NIMH by Robert C. O'Brien 
61. Island of the Blue Dolphins by Scott O'Dell 
62. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 
63. Mr. Popper's Penguins by Richard Atwater 
64. The River by Gary Paulsen 
65. Magic Tree House (series) by Mary Pope Osborne 
66. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by John Scieszka 
67. Bridge to Terabithia by Katherine Paterson 
68. Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss 
69. The Complete Tales of Winnie the Pooh by A. A. Milne 
70. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 
71. Redwall by Brian Jacques 
72. The Best Christmas Pageant Ever by Barbara Robinson 
73. Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 
74. Wringer by Jerry Spinelli 
75. Are You There God? It's Me, Margaret by Judy Blume 
76. Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary 
77. Summer of the Monkeys by Wilson Rawls 
78. Sweet Valley High (series) by Francine Pascal 
79. The Adventures of Mary-Kate and Ashley (series) by Judy Katschke, Cathy Dobowski, Lisa Eisenberg, Nancy E. Krulik, Nina 

Alexander, Frances Lin Lantz, et al 
80. Garfield (series) by Jim Davis 
81. Magic School Bus (series) by Joanna Cole 
82. Math Curse by John Scieszka 
83. White Fang by Jack London 
84. I Spy (series) by Walter Wick, Jean Marzollo, Diana Noonan, et al 
85. Love You Forever by Robert N. Munsch 
86. My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 
87. The Trumpet of the Swan by E. B. White 
88. Walk Two Moons by Sharon Creech 
89. Draw 50 Airplanes, Aircraft and Spacecraft (series) by Lee J. Ames 
90. Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 
91. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer by Mark Twain 
92. The Rock Says by Dwayne Johnson (The Rock) 
93. Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel 
94. To Kill a Mockingbird by Harper Lee 
95. All About Sam by Lois Lowry 
96. Black Beauty by Anna Sewell 
97. Ella Enchanted by Gail Carson Levine 
98. Hank the Cow Dog (series) by John R. Erickson 
99. Piggie Pie by Margie Palatini 
100. Sarah, Plain and Tall by Patricia MacLachlan 

 

 
Obtained from:  http://www.nea.org 
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Teachers’ Top 100 Books 

 
The following list was compiled from an online survey in 2007.  

Parents and teachers will find it useful in selecting quality literature for children. 

 
1. Charlotte’s Web by E.B. White 

2. Where the Wild Things Are by Maurice Sendak 

3. The Giving Tree by Shel Silverstein 

4. Green Eggs and Ham by Dr. Seuss 

5. Good Night Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 

6. I Love You Forever by Robert N. Munsch 

7. Because of Winn Dixie by Kate DiCamillo 

8. Oh! The Places You Will Go by Dr. Seuss 

9. The Little House by Virginia Lee Burton 

10. The Polar Express by Chris Van Allsburg 

11. Skippyjon Jones by Judy Schachner 

12. Thank You Mr. Falker by Patricia Polacco 

13. The Cat In The Hat by Dr. Seuss 

14. The Lorax by Dr. Seuss 

15. The Miraculous Journey of Edward Tulane by Kate DiCamillo 

16. The Mitten by Jan Brett 

17. Crunching Carrots, Not Candy by Judy Slack 

18. Don't Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus by Mo Willlems 

19. Harry Potter Series by J.K. Rowling 

20. A Wrinkle in Time by Madeleine L'Engle 

21. Alexander and the Terrible, Horrible, No Good Very Bad Day by Judith Viorst 

22. Are You My Mother? by P.D. Eastman 

23. Corduroy by Don Freeman 

24. Lilly's Purple Plastic Purse by Kevin Henkes 

25. Stellaluna by Janell Cannon 

26. Tacky the Penguin by Helen Lester 

27. The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe by C.S. Lewis 

28. The Velveteen Rabbit by Margery Williams 

29. Chicka Chicka Boom Boom by Bill Martin Jr. 

30. Click Clack Moo: Cows That Type by Doreen Cronin 

31. Harold and the Purple Crayon by Crockett Johnson 

32. Horton Hatches the Egg by Dr. Seuss 

33. Junie B. Jones by Barbara Park 

34. Little House in the Big Woods by Laura Ingalls Wilder 

35. Make Way For Ducklings by Robert McCloskey 

36. The Phantom Tollbooth by Norton Juster 

37. Piggie Pie by Margie Palatini 

38. The Little Engine That Could by Watty Piper 

39. The Monster at the End of this Book by Jon Stone 

40. The Tale of Despereaux by Kate DiCamillo 

41. A Bad Case of Stripes by David Shannon 

42. Cloudy with a Chance of Meatballs by Judi Barrett 

43. From the Mixed Up Files of Mrs. Basil E. Frankweiler by E.L. Konigsburg 

44. Inkheart by Cornelia Funke 

45. Maniac Magee by Jerry Spinelli 

46. Officer Buckle and Gloria by Peggy Rathmann 

47. Olivia by Ian Falconer 

48. The BFG by Roald Dahl 

49. The Kissing Hand by Audrey Penn 

50. The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

 



Teachers’ Top 100 Books (Continued) 

 
51. The Sneetches by Dr. Seuss 

52. The Very Hungry Caterpillar by Eric Carle 

53. Tikki Tikki Tembo by Arlene Mosel 

54. A Little Princess by Frances Hodgson Burnett 

55. Bark, George by Jules Feiffer 

56. Bunnicula by James Howe 

57. Charlie and the Chocolate Factory by Roald Dahl 

58. Charlie the Caterpillar by Dom DeLuise 

59. Chrysanthemum by Kevin Henkes 

60. Dear Mr. Henshaw by Beverly Cleary 

61. Frederick by Leo Lionni 

62. Frindle by Andrew Clements 

63. Frog and Toad by Arnold Lobel 

64. Guess How Much I Love You by Sam McBratney 

65. Harris and Me by Gary Paulsen 

66. Harry the Dirty Dog by Gene Zion 

67. Hop on Pop by Dr. Seuss 

68. How the Grinch Stole Christmas by Dr. Seuss 

69. I Love You, Stinky Face by Lisa McCourt 

70. Is Your Mama A Llama? by Deborah Guarino 

71. Jan Brett’s books 

72. Knots on a Counting Rope by Bill Martin Jr. 

73. Little Women by Louisa May Alcott 

74. Mike Mulligan and His Steam Shovel by Virginia Lee Burton 

75. Miss Rumphius by Barbara Cooney 

76. My Father's Dragon by Ruth Stiles Gannett 

77. My Many Colored Days by Dr. Seuss 

78. My Side of the Mountain by Jean Craighead George 

79. No David! by David Shannon 

80. One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss 

81. Where the Sidewalk Ends by Shel Silverstein 

82. Stephanie's Ponytail by Robert Munsch 

83. Swimmy by Leo Lionni 

84. The Hundred Dresses by Eleanor Estes 

85. The Boxcar Children by Gertrude Warner 

86. The Dark Is Rising by Susan Cooper 

87. The Empty Pot by Demi 

88. The Five Chinese Brothers by Claire Huchet Bishop 

89. The Giver by Lois Lowry 

90. The Grouchy Ladybug by Eric Carle 

91. The Hobbit by J.R.R. Tolkien 

92. The Important Book by Margaret Wise Brown 

93. The Last Holiday Concert by Andrew Clements 

94. The Napping House by Audrey Wood 

95. The Quiltmaker's Gift by Jeff Brumbeau 

96. The Snowy Day by Ezra Jack Keats 

97. The Story About Ping by Marjorie Flack 

98. The True Story of the Three Little Pigs by Jon Scieszka 

99. Tuck Everlasting by Natalie Babbitt 

100. The Wide-Mouthed Frog: A Pop-Up Book by Keith Faulkner 

 

 

 
Obtained from:  http://www.nea.org 
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Tips for Reading 

to Infants and Toddlers  

 

It’s never too soon to start reading to your children! 

If your child learns early to associate reading with pleasure, he or she is more likely to 

enjoy reading on his or her own when he or she is older. 

 

Try these successful reading tips for reading to infants and toddlers: 

*  Snuggle with your child with her favorite blanket or toys as you read. 

*  Read with expression using different voices for different characters. 

*  Emphasize rhythms and rhymes in stories.  Give your toddler  

opportunities to repeat rhyming phrases. 

*  Use pictures to build vocabulary by varying objects and their colors. 

*  Use pictures to develop speaking vocabulary by talking about what is shown. 

*  Encourage your child to repeat what you say or comment on it.  Encourage your child 

to ask questions.  Provide models of interesting questions and examples of possible 

answers.  “I wonder what is going to happen next?  I think the rabbit might get lost 

because he is not paying attention to where he is going, What do you think?” 

*  Look for books that are about things that interest your toddler.  For example, does 

your child like cards, insects or animals? 

*  Make reading a habit for bedtime, after lunch or after naptime. 

*  Give your child a chance to choose his own books.  If your toddler chooses a book 

that is too long to hold his attention, read some and skip some, discussing the pictures 

and how they relate to the story. 

*  Read stories again and again.  Your toddler enjoys repetition and it helps him become 

familiar with the way stories are organized. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tips for Reading to Children in Grades 4 through 6 

 

It is critical that your child keeps reading and being read to at this age.  

Young readers need to become practiced at reading, and the only way to 

get good at it … is to practice! 
 

Helpful tips for reading to and with children in grades 4 through 6: 

*  Take turns reading a book with your child. 

*  Ask your child to compare a book to another familiar book.  How are the 

characters alike or different?  Do the stories take place in similar settings?  

How are the illustrations the same or different? 

*  Ask what part of the story or book your child liked best and why. 

*  Ask if your child liked the ending of the story?  Why or why not? 

*  Ask your child what type of mood the story or chapter in a book creates.   

*  Ask how the author creates the mood.  For example, does she use 

certain words, events, or settings that create a particular feeling? 

*  If your child has read more than one book by the same author, ask how 

the books are similar or different. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Tips for Reading to Young, School-age Children 

 

Your child has started school,  

but he or she still need you to read to him or her at home.   

Your child will do better in school, and you’ll enjoy the time spent together.   
 

Here are some helpful tips for reading to and with young children in school, 

kindergarten through third grade: 

*  Keep reading to your child even when he or she can read.  Read books that are too 

difficult or long for him or her to read alone.   

*  Try reading books with chapters and talk about what is happening in the story.  

Encourage your child to make predictions about what will happen next, and connect 

characters or events to those in other books or stories. 

*  Talk with your child about reading preferences that are beginning to develop.  Ask 

whether he or she likes adventure stories, mysteries, science fiction, animal stories, or 

stories about other children.  Encourage him or her to explain the reasons for 

preferences. 

*  Talk with your child about favorite authors and help him or her find additional books 

by those authors. 

*  Take turns reading a story with your child.  Don’t interrupt to correct mistakes that do 

not change the meaning. 

*  Talk about the meaning of new words and ideas introduced in books.  Help your child 

think of examples of new concepts. 

*  Talk with your child about stories using the notions of the beginning, middle, and end 

of the story to organize thinking and discussion. 

*  Ask your child to tell why a character might have taken a specific action.  Ask for 

information from the story to support his or her answer. 

*  Enjoy yourself and have fun.  The most important thing you can do to help your child 

become a successful reader is communicate that reading is valuable and enjoyable. 



 

Promote Reading for All Children 

 

The successful parent employs a variety of strategies to encourage a child 

to read, and to keep reading.   
 

Here are proven techniques you can use to teach your child that 

reading is valuable and enjoyable, and that promote reading for all 

children: 

*  Set a good example as a reader - let kids see your reading every day. 

*  Get a subscription in his or her name to an age-appropriate magazine for 

your child.  When relatives and others ask for gift ideas, suggest magazine 

subscriptions, books or a bookstore gift certificate.   

*  Make reading fun - a time that you and your children look forward to 

spending together. 

*  Check out The Read-Aloud Handbook by Jim Trelease (New York: 

Penguin Books, 1995).  It’s loaded with fun tips and reading 

recommendations. 

*  Keep lots of books, magazines, and newspapers around the house.   

*  Visit the library often and shop for books at garage and yard sales, swap 

meets, and used bookstores. 

*  Don’t fret if “Captain Underpants” has captivated your child rather than 

Robinson Crusoe.  The important thing:  your child is reading!  Encourage it 

and he or she is likely to continue reading. 
 

 

 



  
List of Helpful Websites   

 

www.harcourtschool.com    www.enchantedlearning.com 

 

www.starfall.com     www.crayola.com 

 

www.havefunteaching.com    www.henryanker.com 

 

www.spellingcity.com     www.brainquest.com/kids  

 

www.scholastic.com/tools    www.edhelper.com 

 

www.mrsperkins.com     www.freeology.com 

 

www.funbrain.com     www.thinkfinity.com 

 

www.bright-productions.com/kinderweb  www.abcteach.com 

 

www.readwritethink.org    www.randomhousekids.com 

 

www.pinterest.com     www.pbskids.org 

 

www.learningplanet.com    www.webmath.com  

 

www.PrimaryGames.com    www.kidsmath.com 

 

www.abcya.com 

 

www.readingrockets.org 

 

www.bookadventure.com 

 

www.storylineonline.net 

 

www.brainpop.com 

 

www.getreadytoread.org 

 

 

      

http://www.harcourtschool.com/
http://www.enchantedlearning.com/
http://www.starfall.com/
http://www.crayola.com/
http://www.havefunteaching.com/
http://www.kidsmath.com/
http://www.spellingcity.com/
http://www.brainquest.com/kids
http://www.scholastic.com/tools
http://www.edhelper.com/
http://www.mrsperkins.com/
http://www.freeology.com/
http://www.funbrain.com/
http://www.thinkfinity.com/
http://www.bright-productions.com/kinderweb
http://www.abcteach.com/
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http://www.randomhousekids.com/
http://www.pinterest.com/
http://www.pbskids.org/
http://www.learningplanet.com/
http://www.webmath.com/
http://www.primarygames.com/
http://www.henryanker.com/
http://www.abcya.com/
http://www.readingrockets.org/
http://www.bookadventure.com/
http://www.storylineonline.net/
http://www.brainpop.com/
http://www.getreadytoread.org/


 

List of Helpful Educational Apps 

 
SpellingCity       Bluster 

 
Abby Sight Word Games      Toy Story 

 
Lakeshore       Magic Spell    

    
Monster Town       Kids Match 

 
Storia        Letter School 

 
ABC Magic       Sentence Maker 

 
Kids Book Report       PBS Kids 

 
PopWords!       Teaching Blending 

 
TimeReading       Spell Board 

         
Word Gobble       Starfall 

 
5 Monkeys       QuizletMatch Blitz    

   
Phone4Kids       Fit Brains for Kids 

 
Zoo Animals       Endless Reader 

 
Fruit Pop        Brain Pop 

 
Dog Opposite       Fun Brain Jr. 

 
Looney Tunes Phonics      Booksy 

 
Dinosaur Park       Kids Activity Center 

 
Fun English - Language Learning Games    Family Education 

 
National Geographic Kids      Reading Raven 

 
First Grade Learning Games      Dyslexia Quest 

 
Read Me Stories       That’s Baloney 

 
Epic - Books for Kids      Chicktionary 



 

List of Helpful Math Apps 

Kindergarten - Second Grade 

  

 Sam Phibian - counting 

 

 Jumping Grasshopper - counting 

 

 MathSpink - counting 

 

 Flash to Pass - math facts 

 

 Lola’s Math Train - addition & subtraction 

  

 AB Math Lite - addition & subtraction 

 

 Counting Bills & Coins by K12 Inc-Money 

 

 Motion Math  

 

 McGraw-Hill Top-It Addition (Everyday Mathematics) 

 

 McGraw-Hill Name That Number (Everyday Mathematics Addition, Subtraction,  

Multiplication, Division) 

 

Marble Math Addition (ABCYA) 

 

 

 

  



 

List of Helpful Math Apps 

Third - Fifth Grade 

 

My Script Calculator 

 

Chicken Coop Fractions Game 

 

 Fractions+Lite - Fractions 

 

 Pizza Fractions 1  

 

 Ordering Fractions 

 

 Oh No Fractions! 

 

 Math Tappers - various skills 

 

 Slice It! - geometry 

 

 Kakooma - various skills 

 

 King of Math - computation 

 

 Motion Math 

 

 Squeebles 

 

 King of Math Junior 

 

 McGraw-Hill Fractions (Everyday Mathematics Equivalent Fractions) 

 

 McGraw-Hill Baseball (Everyday Mathematics Baseball Multiplication with 1-12 Facts) 

 

 McGraw-Hill Beat the Computer (Everyday Mathematics Multiplication) 

 

 McGraw-Hill Divisibility Dash (Everyday Mathematics Division) 

 

McGraw-Hill Name That Number (Everyday Mathematics +, -, x, /)  



      A Literacy-Rich Home 

 

What’s a literacy-rich home?   

It’s a house that is filled with plenty of  

reading materials and writing tools …  

and plenty of chances to use them. 

 

Use these clever ideas to invite  

reading and writing into every room in your home 

 

 Kitchen 

*  Serve letter-shaped foods.  Alphabet pasta, soup, and cereal are three fun choices.   You can also find ABC cookie 

cutters at the grocery, craft or dollar store.  Use them to cut sandwiches and pancakes.  Have your youngster identify 

each letter before digging in! 
*  Post a daily menu on the refrigerator and read it together.  Your child will know what s/he is eating that day, and 

s/he will soon learn to read words like “chicken,” “peas,” “oatmeal,” and “eggs.” 
*  Look at recipes and food packages while cooking with your youngster.  Ask questions.  (“What does the recipe say 

to add next?”  “Does that say ‘bake’ or ‘broil’?” 
*  Hang a bulletin board, chalkboard or dry-erase board as a family message center.  When someone leaves a note, 

read it with your child:  “Please pick up the dry cleaning.”  You might also use it to write a new word s/he is learning 

so it will catch your child’s eye each time s/he walks by. 
*  Ask your youngster to write with you.  When you pay bills or do paperwork, give your child paper and pencil.  

Encourage your child to practice writing his or her name or to look around the kitchen and write down words for the 

things s/he sees. 

 

 Bedroom 

*  Make a special ‘book nook” for your child.  This is a quiet, inviting place for your child to read that includes pillows 

and a changing supply of books.  You might use a corner of a room or closet with the doors removed.  Make a 

temporary reading spot by draping a sheet over  two chairs or setting up a small pop-up tent, baby pool, or large 

appliance box. 
*   Put a wide variety of writing paper and tools on a desk or table.  Set out plastic cups with crayons, washable 

markers, thick pencils, paintbrushes, glitter glue and colored pencils.  Your youngster can write on poster board, lined 

or unlined paper, construction paper and sticky notes. 
*  Create a word wall.  Ask your child to write each letter of the alphabet on a separate index card.  Using tape, attach 

the letters to the wall.  Them as s/he can write newly learned words on the other index cards and hang them below 

the beginning letter. 
*  Give your youngster a box of word-making tools.  Alphabet stamps are usually available at dollar stores or craft 

stores.  Cut letters out of kitchen sponges so your youngster can dip them in washable paint and stamp letters on 

paper. 
*  Place items in your youngster’s toy box that teach letters, such as alphabet blocks, puzzles and even an old 

computer keyboard. 

 



A Literacy-Rich Home (Continued) 

 

 Bathroom 

 
*  Letters cut from craft foam (available at the craft store or in the craft section of a discount store) will stick to the 

bathtub.  Create a full alphabet, and help your youngster spell a word like "splash."  Show your child how to make 

more words by removing the first three letters ("spl") and adding a new letter ("d" for "dash" or "m" for "mash"). 
*  Let your youngster write on the mirror with shaving cream.  Your child can spell "Goodnight" or another message 

for a sibling to find later.  Tip: if the bathroom's steamy, show your child how to write on the mirror using fingers. 
*  Keep a basket of magazines on the floor.  Add to your stack by asking relatives and friends to pass on old ones.  

You can read to your little one during bath time. 

 

 Family Room 

 
*  Build a book collection. Visit yard sales, thrift stores, used book stores, and library books sales.  Your child's school 

may sponsor an annual book fair or offer monthly catalogues listing books at discounted prices. Collect a variety: 

picture books, nursery rhymes, poetry, beginning chapter books, nonfiction, children's dictionaries and encyclopedias, 

and atlases. 
*  Organize your home library. Your child will be more likely to read if s/he can find what s/he's looking for.  Consider 

sorting books into plastic baskets by theme, author, or type.  Label each basket with permanent marker on masking 

tape.  Note: Remember to include books your youngster has made, too. 
*  Let your child dictate or help you write captions in photo albums and scrapbooks.  Your child will enjoy looking at 

the pictures and reading the words below. 
*  Together, write down lyrics to your youngsters favorite songs and store them with your child's CDs, near the radio, 

and in the car. Encourage your child to read as s/he sings along. 
*  Collect three bookmarks from the library or bookstores, or have your child make his or her own out of construction 

paper.  To encourage your child to practice using them, get a beginning chapter book. Read one chapter each night 

and have your child mark your place for the next night.  Store extra bookmarks in a jar on your child's bookshelf. 
*  Have a variety of boardgames on hand that require some reading, and consider having a family game night once a 

week.  Look for junior versions of family favorites, such as Boggle, Scrabble, or Scattergories.  Read directions 

together.  If the game require scorekeeping, ask your child to write down the players' names. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Read Aloud Tips for Parents  

 
1.  Read aloud to your child every day.  Make it a regular part of your daily schedule. 

 
2.  Allow your child to select the book to be read. Choose books borrowed from the public library, as well as books 

from your child's own personal library. 

 
3.  Sit your child close to you when reading aloud.  Let your child assist you by holding the book or turning the pages. 

 
4.  Read the title of the book to your child.  Tell your child the author's and illustrator's names.  Read several books by 

the author and/or illustrator. 

 
5.  Look at the cover of the book.  Ask your child to tell you what s/he thinks the book is about. 

 
6.  Use expression while reading the story.  Change your voice as you read the dialogue of different characters. 

 
7.  Read the text exactly as it is written. Allow your child to "read" the repeated lines in the story.   Help your child 

choose books with repeated lines or patterns. 

 
8.  Ask questions during the story.  Why...?, How do you know...?, What do you think will happen next?, What might 

happen if...?  (Just ask a few.  This will let you know if your child is understanding the story.)  Sometimes, just read 

the story through without interruptions. 

 
9.  Encourage your child to look at the illustrations.  Talk about some of the details in the pictures and the clues that 

they give about the story. 

 
10.  After reading the story, try one of the following: 

- Have your child draw a picture of a favorite part of character. 
- Make a sock or paper bag puppet of a favorite character. 
- Have your child retell the story.  (Two or three sentences is plenty.) 
- Read the story again. 
- Take your child to the library and let him or her select another book by the same   author. 
-  Have your child write a similar book.  Staples several blank pages together.  Let your child draw or write to 

tell the story. 
-  Write the next chapter of the book or story.  Brainstorm what may happen next, then write about it and 

illustrate the story. 

 
 "The single most important activity for building the knowledge required for eventual success in school is reading 

aloud to children... Parents play roles of inestimable importance in laying the foundation for learning to read." 

 

 

 
From:  Becoming a Nation of Readers: The Report of the Commission on Reading 

 

 



Brain-Building Activities for Summer Vacation (K-2) 

 

Here are some activities for you and your child to explore this summer.  Feel free to substitute any 

activities which would be more appropriate in your situation.  It is a good idea to set aside a specific time 

each day for the explorations so they don’t get lost in the shuffle. 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Plant a lima bean in a 
paper cup filled with 
soil.  Bring a learning 
log for your child to 
record what happens 
each day of the week. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, make stick 
puppets of the main 
characters from 
construction paper and 
popsicle sticks.  Put on 
a puppet play. 

Look for places where 
people use math every 
day.  Talk about the 
importance of learning 
to work with numbers. 

Have a family meeting to 
discuss rules and 
routines for the summer.  
As a family, decide who 
is responsible for what 
and what will happen if 
the jobs don’t get done. 

Each Friday, think about 
the things you did this 
week.  Spend some time 
making a journal entry 
for each week by writing 
or drawing.  Start today 
by decorating your 
journal. 

Boil another lima bean 
for 10 minutes, then 
plant it.  Again, have a 
learning log to record 
what happens. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, use watercolor 
paints to create a picture 
of the book’s setting. 

Make ten collections of 
ten things (bottle caps, 
rubber bands, pencils, 
beans, etc) and place 
each set of tem in a 
ziploc baggie.  Practice 
counting, adding, and 
subtracting with the 
sets. 

Draw a picture of each 
person in your family.  
Make a list of the things 
all members have in 
common.  List things 
that make you unique in 
your family. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, enlist your child’s 
help in writing the 
grocery or “to do” list. 

Freeze another lima 
bean for 24 hours, then 
plant it.  Again, have a 
learning log to record 
what happens. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, fold a large 
piece of paper in thirds.  
Draw or write what 
happened in the 
beginning, middle, and 
end. 

Use a pizza or a pie to 
demonstrate fractions of 
a whole.  Count the 
number of slices and 
figure out what fraction 
is left as each person 
takes a slice. 

Go to the Public Library 
to find a book on people 
from another culture.  
Read it together and list 
how they are alike and 
different from you. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, make a list of 
questions you’d like to 
ask your friends or each 
member of your family, 
then ask them. 

Check all three lima 
beans.  Make 
comparisons of the 
observations recorded 
in the learning logs.  
Discuss good growing 
conditions for limas. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, make a two-
column chart labeled 
“real” and “make-
believe.”  Go through 
the book again and draw 
or list items in the 
correct column. 

Use mental math to 
estimate how many 
items you have in your 
grocery cart.  Count 
them together at the 
checkout counter. 

As you’re out running 
errands, talk about the 
different occupations 
you see.  Discuss what 
the jobs are and why 
they are important. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, think about the 
occupations you saw 
yesterday.  How do they 
use writing in their jobs? 

Read “The Empty Pot” 
by Demi.  Enjoy the 
story, then plant some 
flowers. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, act the story 
out together. 

Do addition and 
subtraction problems 
with macaroni, beans or 
other objects. 

Get a flag and practice 
the “Pledge of 
Allegiance.”  Draw a 
picture of the flag. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, write your own 
pledge to your family. 
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More Brain-Building Activities for Summer Vacation (K-2) 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Take a walk around the 
neighborhood.  Look for 
signs that animals 
(including insects) have 
been there. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, write and 
illustrate a new ending 
for the story. 

Make up real life stories 
for math problems.  The 
problem “9-2=” could be 
“I had 9 marbles.  2 
rolled away.  How many 
are left?” 

Draw a picture of all of 
the things you need and 
some of the things you 
want.  Which items are 
the same for everyone in 
the family? 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, make a list of all 
the things you could 
write a story about.  
Include every day 
events. 

Lie on your back outside 
in the shade.  Close your 
eyes and listen very 
carefully for animal (and 
insect) sounds.  Every 
time you hear a new 
sound try to guess what 
animal made it. 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, close the book 
and have your child 
retell the story to you (or 
a teddy bear). 
 

Use objects from your 
sets of ten to create 
repeating patterns 
(bean, macaroni, penny, 
bean, macaroni, 
penny…).  Draw each 
pattern on paper. 

Create a product, such 
as pet rocks, and figure 
out how much it costs to 
make each one.  
Determine an 
appropriate price to 
charge for each and set 
up for business. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, select one idea 
from your list of story 
topics and draw a 
picture of it.  Add as 
much detail as you can 
in the picture.  Talk 
about what you drew. 

Visit Bonnie Springs, 
Red Rock Canyon, or 
Spring Mountain Ranch.  
Look and listen for 
animals there.  What 
makes them special? 
(Explore their website if 
you cannot visit in 
person!)  

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, write a letter to 
the author that 
describes what you or 
your child thought of the 
book. 

Look around the house 
for objects that are 
examples of geometric 
shapes (e.g., TV = 
rectangle, clock = circle).  
Keep a record of the 
items you find for each 
shape. 

Create a map of the 
house.  Draw each room, 
important “landmarks,” 
and make a key that 
shows what your 
symbols represent. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, look back at the 
picture of your story 
topic.  Start writing the 
story.  Parents can take 
dictation from their 
children. 

Visit a pet store (no, you 
don’t have to buy one!).  
Look at and listen to the 
animals there.  Which 
ones would make good 
pets? 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading have your child 
pretend he/she is going 
to join the characters for 
lunch.  What things 
might they talk about?  
What might they order 
for lunch? 

Measure the distance to 
various places in your 
house by counting the 
number of steps you 
take to get there.  Try 
baby steps, regular 
steps, and giant steps.  
Compare the answers. 

Use the distances you 
learned yesterday to fill 
in the map you made 
last Thursday.  Figure 
out how many steps it is 
to follow a route like 

bedroom to kitchen to 
living room. 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Also, share your story 
and picture with the 
family, a friend, a senior 
citizen, or your teddy 
bear.  Ask them what 
they liked about it. 

Compare all the animals 
you’ve noticed this 
summer.  Which ones 
did you like looking at 
and listening to the best 
(and the least). 

Read any children’s 
book together.  After 
reading, think back to all 
the books you read this 
summer.  Choose your 
top 3 favorites. 

Make a graph of your 
family members’ 
favorites (food, color, 
animal, TV show, thing 
to do, game, etc.)  Use 
the graph to make up 
word problems. 

Have another family 
meeting to talk about 
how things went this 
summer and what will 
need to change as the 
school year begins 

Don’t forget to journal!  
Write a letter to next 
year’s teacher to tell 
about all the things you 
did this summer.  Take it 
with you on the first day 
of school. 
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Brain-Building Activities for Summer Vacation (3-5) 

 

Here are some ideas for things to do to keep your brain at its best so you’ll be ready for the next school 

year.  Many of these adventures require at least one other person.  If there’s not an adult around, do the 

activity with your little brother or sister, or even your old teddy bear! 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Discuss ways in which 
characters from books, 
TV shows or movies are 
alike and different. 

Choose an important, 
useful word to learn to 
spell each day. 

While riding in the car, 
use mental math to add 
the numbers on the 
license plates you see. 

Read to discover how 
waves are set in motion.  
Make an “Ocean in a 
Bottle,” using blue 
colored water and 
cooking oil in a clear 
plastic liter bottle. 

Have a family meeting to 
share ideas on new 
family rules and 
responsibilities for the 
summer. 

Design your own 
crossword puzzle or 
word search. 

Write questions for a 
talk show interview with 
characters from a book 
you’ve read. 

When you get up in the 
morning, figure out how 
many hours it will be 
until your favorite TV 
show starts. 

Read about any water 
insect.  Draw it and write 
a description of it to 
share with a friend. 

If your family is planning 
a trip this summer, use a 
map to plan your route 
and calculate the 
distance from Las Vegas 
to your destination. 

Use the dictionary to 
look up unknown words 
from a newspaper 
article. 

Use a tape recorder to 
record yourself reading 
a favorite book to share 
with a younger child.  
Make the story sound 
interesting. 

Estimate, then measure 
the distance from your 
front door to your 
neighbor’s front door.  
Use a meterstick or 
yardstick for measuring. 

Design a raincoat that 
people in the future 
would wear. 

Walk around your 
neighborhood with an 
adult.  Write down the 
street names and any 
landmarks.  Draw a map 
of the area.   

Alphabetize the family 
phone list, holiday card 
list, grocery list, or any 
other kind of list. 

Write and send a letter 
to get information about 
an endangered animal or 
an environmental 
problem. 

Watch a baseball game 
and determine one 
player’s batting average 
for that game (number of 
hits divided by times at 
bat). 

Read to discover the 
size of raindrops and the 
speed at which they fall. 

Use an atlas to locate 
and list our 50 states 
and their capitals.  Learn 
the names and locations 
of at least 10 western 
states. 

Predict what will happen 
next in a book, TV show 
or movie. 

Turn your favorite comic 
strip into a paragraph.  
Make sure to use 
quotation marks for the 
dialogue. 

Set out an open 
container of water.  
Measure the amount and 
check it daily to find the 
amount of evaporation.  
Try out other liquids, 
too. 

Build a weather station 
in your back yard.  
Compare the data you 
gather with the TV 
weather report. 

Read the newspaper and 
cut out articles about the 
different continents.  
Sort the articles and 
save them in a 
notebook. 
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More Brain-Building Activities for Summer Vacation (3-5) 

 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Find examples of real or 
make-believe, fact or 
opinion, and fiction or 
nonfiction in the 
newspaper.   

Memorize a poem and 
perform it for your 
family. 

Choose any recipe from 
a cookbook and figure 
out how to make the 
recipe big enough for 
twice as many people as 
recommended.  If you 
have help, try it out to 
see how you did. 

Find out what the 
average annual 
precipitation (rain, hail, 
and snow) is for Nevada 
and Arizona.  Which is 
greater? 

Learn the names of the 
heads of our state 
government.  List their 
names and the position 
they now hold, such as 
Governor, Senator, etc. 

Give a story or 
newspaper article a new 
title that fits. 

Take notes while you 
watch a TV news report 
or educational show. 

Do your own price 
survey at two grocery 
stores.  Which one is the 
cheapest?  How much 
will you save? 

Find out what the word 
“rainbow” is in several 
different languages. 

Make a list of your needs 
and wants.  List ways 
you could earn money.  
Begin planning your 
own business. 

Make your own 
thesaurus of synonyms 
and antonyms as you 
find words in your 
summer reading. 

Interview a Senior 
Citizen about the “good 
old days.”  Take notes 
and write an article to 
share with your family. 

Help your parents 
balance their 
checkbook.  Use a 
calculator after you’re 
done  

Make a rainbow using 
only the primary color 
(red, yellow, blue) in 
watercolor paint in 
different combinations 
to make all the colors of 
the rainbow. 

Help clean out your 
family’s garage for a 
garage sale or set up a 
lemonade stand.  Figure 
the prices you will 
charge. 

Retell the plot of a book, 
TV show, or movie in 
your own words. 

Compare and contrast 
the rhythm, sound, 
instruments, and mood 
of various types of 
music. 

Subtract to find out how 
many days are left until 
school starts again. 

Make a list of all the 
shadows that you see in 
a day.  Draw a picture of 
your shadow in the 
morning, at noon, and in 
the afternoon.  Compare 
them.  What did you 
learn? 

Visit the Museum of 
Nevada History at 
Lorenzi Park.  Create a 
brochure that tells about 
your experience.  
(Explore their website if 
you cannot visit in 
person!) 

Play a word game like 
Scrabble, Upwords, or 
Scattergories.  Find new 
and unusual words to 
use. 

Research your favorite 
animal and write a report 
about it.  Share it with 
your family. 

Design your own unique 
criteria for sorting the 
laundry. 

Experiment with 
shadows by holding an 
object a short distance, 
then a longer distance 
from a lamp.  Record 
your discoveries. 

Have a family meeting to 
review your summer 
family rules and 
responsibilities.  How 
did it work out?  What 
will need to change 
when school starts? 
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